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Manmade snow was once again created and spread on the trails at Lapham 
Peak for the 2014-2015 ski season. This was the ninth season of snowmaking at 
Lapham Peak.  Planning and design of the snowmaking system began in 2005, 
with the pond and pumphouse completed in late 2006, and a 0.6 kilometer loop 
of manmade snow created in January of 2007.  The system has been expanded 
and improved since then to the current system, which is capable of providing a 
thick layer of manmade snow on about 1.5 kilometers of trail.  The manmade 
snow loop at Lapham Peak has, on many occasions during those nine years of 
operation, been the only skiable snow in southeast Wisconsin. 
 
The reliability of the manmade snow has resulted in the development and growth 
of several programs, including the Peak Nordic Kids, and the Tuesday Night 
Lessons, that were not previously viable, due to the sporadic nature of natural 
snow on the trails. This report summarizes the performance of the snowmaking 
system in the past ski season, the fundraising efforts of the Friends of Lapham 
Peak Snowmaking Committee, and the planning for completion of the system.     
 
Snowmaking Operations – 2014-2015 Ski Season 
 
A major system improvement was made in late 2014 with the installation of a 
new snowmaking pump and control system to supply water to the snowguns.  
The system, manufactured by Torrent Engineering, includes a vertical turbine 
pump capable of delivering 400 gallons per minute to the snowguns at a 
pressure of 300 pounds per square inch.  The system includes a variable speed 
drive that provides for more efficient operations. 
 
The new pump system proved to be very effective when early cold weather 
allowed for snowmaking to begin on November 16th, and skiing on November 
25th. The two new ‘Kid PoleCat’ snowguns, purchased in 2013 with funds raised 
by the Snowmaking Committee from their Blizzard Challenge campaign, helped 
greatly in the snowmaking process. The new pump system allowed for the use of 
up to nine snowguns at one time, greatly reducing the time required to cover the 
snowmaking trails. 
 
Warm weather and rain in late December took a toll on the manmade snow, but 
the return of cold weather just before New Year’s Day allowed for another round 
of snowmaking that quickly restored the snowmaking loops.  Skiing on the 
snowmaking loops continued into Mid-March, with the final grooming on the 14th, 
and a total of 110 days of skiing on the snowmaking trails. 



  
The Peak Nordic Kids program was able to maintain its program of Monday night 
“lessons” throughout the ski season. The Tuesday Night Lessons program, run 
by L2Ski also had a high level of participation.   
 
Snowmaking Committee – Planning and Fundraising 
 
The Snowmaking Committee, lead by the tireless efforts of Sandy Sugden, 
continued to plan and implement fundraising campaigns to support the 
snowmaking project. These efforts included the Blizzard campaign in late 2014.  
Other fundraising activities included the Wednesday Night Ski League, the 
Lapham Loppet, the Summer Solstice concert, and the silent auction at the 2015 
Colorama.   
 
The committee pursued a Federal Recreational Trails Grant for $62,500 in 2015 
through the DNR, to install the Phase 3 piping and electric lines. Competition for 
the grants was fierce, and our request was not approved.  A similar grant 
opportunity in 2016 will be pursued. 
 
The Snowmaking Committee has developed a master plan to complete the 
snowmaking system, establishing priorities for purchase and installation of the 
remaining components of the system, as funding allows.  The remaining 
components, in order of priority, are two additional Kid PoleCat snowguns; and 
installation of electric lines, power take-offs, water piping, and hydrants to extend 
the system to the top of “Two Tier Hill’, providing a total snowmaking trail system 
of about 3 kilometers. 
 
The committee continues to work on new ideas for fundraising, while the 
technical team develops the design plans required to purchase and install the 
remaining system components 
 
 

 


