
 

SNOWMAKING – 2013-2014 

 
By: John McCarthy 
 
Manmade snow was once again created and spread on the trails at Lapham Peak for 
the 2013-2014 ski season. This was the eighth season of snowmaking at Lapham 
Peak.  Planning and design of the snowmaking system began in 2005, with the pond 
and pumphouse completed in late 2006, and a 0.6 kilometer loop of manmade snow 
created in January of 2007.  The system has been expanded and improved since then 
to the current system, which is capable of providing a thick layer of manmade snow 
on about 1.5 kilometers of trail.  The manmade snow loop at Lapham Peak has, on 
many occasions during those eight years of operation, been the only skiable snow in 
southeast Wisconsin. 
 
The reliability of the manmade snow has resulted in the development and growth of 
several programs, including the Peak Nordic Kids, and the Tuesday Night Lessons, 
that were not previously viable, due to the sporadic nature of natural snow on the 
trails. This report summarizes the performance of the snowmaking system in the 
past ski season, the fundraising efforts of the Friends of Lapham Peak Snowmaking 
Committee, and the planning for completion of the system.     
 
Snowmaking Operations – 2013-2014 Ski Season 
 
Snowmaking began in Late November of 2013 due to the early arrival of cold 
weather.  The two new ‘Kid PoleCat’ snowguns, purchased with funds raised by the 
Snowmaking Committee from their Blizzard Challenge campaign in 2012, helped 
greatly in the snowmaking process. 
 
Cold weather sustained the manmade snow throughout the season, though there 
were several brief warm-ups and one episode of rain and ice on January 10th that 
significantly impacted the natural snow.  The ice on the manmade snow loop was 
ground up and mixed  the next day, putting the trails back in good skiing conditions 
– the parking lot was another matter. 
  
The Peak Nordic Kids program was able to maintain its program of Monday night 
“lessons” throughout the ski season for its largest group of participants to date, but 
had to postpone several sessions till later in the season, due to the extremely cold 
weather. The Tuesday Night Lessons program, run by L2Ski also had a high level of 
participation, but also had to postpone several sessions due to the cold.  These 
postponed sessions were able to be made up in early March, due to the availability 
of the manmade snow loop.  
 



Grooming of the manmade snow was stopped around the third week of March. The 
manmade snow provided over 100 days of skiing during the 2013-2014 season.  
 
Snowmaking Committee – Planning and Fundraising 
 
The Snowmaking Committee, lead by the tireless efforts of Sandy Sugden, continued 
to plan and implement fundraising campaigns to support the snowmaking project. 
These efforts included the New Pump campaign in mid-2013.  Other fundraising 
activities included the Wednesday Night Ski League, the Lapham Loppet, the 
Summer Solstice concert, and the silent auction at the 2014 Colorama; which was 
very successful, raising over $4000.  The committee has also pursued grants through 
the DNR and private sources to fund snowmaking capital projects.  This includes 
another $7500 grant from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship fund in 2013 for 
purchase of the new pump system. 
 
The Snowmaking Committee has developed a master plan to complete the 
snowmaking system, establishing priorities for purchase and installation of the 
remaining components of the system, as funding allows.  These components, in 
order of priority, are a new pump and control system, required to extend the length 
of trail coverage; two additional Kid PoleCat snowguns; and installation of electric 
lines, power take-offs, water piping, and hydrants to extend the system to the top of 
“Two Tier Hill’, providing a total snowmaking trail system of about 3 kilometers. 
 
The new pump and control system was ordered in the spring of 2013, and arrived at 
Lapham Peak on October 20th.  The old pump and motor have been removed, and 
the new pump, motor, and control system have been installed in the pump house. 
Work is proceeding on making the final electrical and piping connections, followed 
by testing and start-up.  The new system will be used for snowmaking during the 
upcoming season. 
 
A grant application is being submitted for extension of the next segment of 
snowmaking trail – Phase 3B -- by installing new piping, hydrants, and electric lines.    
 
The committee continues to work on new ideas for fundraising, while the technical 
team develops the design plans required to purchase and install the remaining 
system components. 
 
 
 


