
2016 Friends of Lapham Peak – Annual Property Manager’s Report 

Hello Friends of Lapham Peak supporters, 
 
2016 has brought numerous improvements to Lapham Peak, again thanks to none other than 
the Friends of Lapham Peak. Your support through membership, donations and volunteer hours 
have led to the completed construction of the open-air shelter at Homestead Hollow in honor of 
Mike Fort and installation of 1200 feet of water pipe and electrical service to increase efficiency 
of the snowmaking operation. 
 
The cross-country ski season got off to a very slow start. Adequate temperatures to make snow 
were scarce until the end of December. Skiing really did not begin until natural snow fell on 
December 28th. After that, snowmaking wrapped up towards the end of January and the 
weather stayed consistent with cold temperatures. Despite very few snowstorms with total 
accumulations below average, the trails held up well, offering very nice skiing through February. 
 
Spring burn season was another great success thanks to Mike and his crew of active and 
motivated volunteers. A good mix of prairie and woods burns helped keep the invasive plants 
under control. 
 
The news of Paul Sandgren passing away earlier this year has been incredibly difficult for all of 
us to grasp. I am grateful for how we have come together to honor him by purchasing an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) unit, installation of a memorial bench and plaque along 
the Ice Age Trail near the campsite, and in the process of naming the paved trail on the west 
side of Highway C in his name… “Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail.” 
 
Thank you to Liz and Louise for helping with a “Property Entrance Improvement” grant from the 
Friends of Wisconsin State Parks that purchased native prairie plants for the office landscaping. 
That project as well as additional plantings for the Butterfly Garden, further educates visitors on 
the importance of planting and maintaining native plants. 
 
Eagle Scouts have completed installation of new prairie signs on the west side of Highway C and 
are currently working on replacing the failed retaining wall at the tower parking lot as well as 
installing some cedar split-rail fencing to protecting and improve the oak savannah restoration 
around the observation tower.  
 
Other projects completed this year, many of which were funded by Friends Group Stewardship 
Grants, are the new drinking fountain at Homestead Hollow, new baseboard heaters in Trecker 
Lodge, observation tower signs that will be installed in October along with donation pavers to 
begin the block paver path inside the Butterfly Garden. There are also plans to complete some 
trail maintenance along the paved accessible trail and black loop, in addition to replacing the 
wood burning fireplace in Trecker Lodge. 
 
Another tremendously successful year… thanks to you! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brett Johanen 
Lapham Peak Property Manager 
W329 N846 County Road C, Delafield, WI 53018 
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