
2014 Manager’s Report 
2014 was a rewarding and interesting year as some nice improvements to facilities and 

resource management were accomplished.  Following is a brief summary of the year season by 

season. 

Winter Ski Season –  

While many people characterize the winter of 2013/14 as the longest, coldest winter in 

memory, it was just what Christmas wishes are made of for the users of Lapham Peak. 

With some early consistent cold temperatures, snowmaking got an early start during the 3rd 

week of November and was completed before the holidays.  Topping off the machine made-

snow, a consistent Mother Nature provided snow from mid-December through February giving 

skiers and other snow lovers more than 100 days of skiing.    

Cold temperatures did impact the Peak Nordic Kids learn to ski program as two of the dates had 

to be postponed or canceled.  However, the Wednesday Night Ski League was held every week 

and had a record number of participants.  Property revenues (sticker and trail pass sales) 

generated during the ski season exceeded $100,000. 

In addition to ongoing trail maintenance, a welcome improvement was the complete 

replacement of the light poles, fixtures and lights on the lighted ski trail.  The new equipment 

included telephone poles (much sturdier than the previous 4”x6” posts) and LED lights.  The 

result was more light on the trails and a reliable system which generated many compliments 

from users as well as lower electric bills. 

Spring Burn Season – 

A great thanks to all of the dedicated volunteers who assist Lapham Peak staff in conducting the 

prescribed burns on property to maintain the extensive prairie and oak savannah restorations.  

Some of you may have noticed the difference in the appearance of the woods along the 

entrance road as you approach the observation tower parking lot.   

After years of manually cutting the invasive brush by the “Buckthorn Busters”, fire was 

introduced to this area to keep the invasives from returning and to stimulate the growth of 

native species.  The result is a noticeably more open woods which is a better representation of 

pre-settlement, native species vegetation that existed before European species were 

introduced and invaded the area.   



With limited burn days due to wetter than normal spring weather, the burn crew still was able 

to burn some important sites, some of which had not been burned for a few years. 

Summer – 

Despite some unseasonably cool temperatures and more wet weather than normal, summer 

use was strong.  The availability of the Nature Center to visit, thanks to staffing provided by 

Friends volunteers, along with the volunteer maintained “Butterfly Garden”  are attractions 

throughout the summer.   

Trail users, some of whom make daily visits, continue to increase as more people learn about 

the paved path (completed in 2012) that links the Lake Country and Glacial Drumlin bike trails 

on a route through the west side of Lapham Peak.  Many users of those bike trails now use 

Lapham Peak as their starting point. 

 The Friends of Lapham Peak began planning a couple of ambitious projects - extending the 

Paved Accessible Trail to the Butterfly Garden and an Open Air Shelter for the Homestead 

Hollow Picnic Area. 

Fall – 

With one of the better fall color seasons in memory, work and volunteer efforts turned to 

finishing up projects before the weather changes and winter preparation begins.  Help from 

Friends group workdays spreading wood chips and pruning brush is valuable and directly 

benefits trail users.  Installation of a new pump for snowmaking is progressing well and should 

be completed before cold weather arrives.  The new pump will allow for planned future 

expansion of the snowmaking program, with the end goal of making snow up Two Tier hill. 

 

Thank you to all who enjoy Lapham Peak in many different ways, either visiting, providing 

support or lending a helping hand. 

 

Submitted by – 

Brett Johanen – Ranger/Property Manager 

Paul Sandgren – Superintendent 


