
2015 Friends of Lapham Peak – Annual Property Manager’s Report 

Hello Friends of Lapham Peak supporters, 
 
2015 has proven to be the most challenging year that I have experienced since 
becoming the Property Manager here almost 5 years ago now. Although it has been 
difficult for many of us to adjust to these changes, I’m grateful for the support and 
understanding of the Friends Group to help provide a memorable experience for those 
who visit Lapham Peak. 
 
This past winter ski season proved to be one of the best in recent history,  with 
consistent cold temperatures and a decent amount of natural snow, skiers enjoyed very 
nice conditions for the majority of December, January and February with some skiing in 
early March. Snowmaking started strong but then came a set back with warm temps, an 
annual occurrence it seems. In true fashion, property staff overcame this and wrapped 
up snowmaking before the 1st of the year. Daily grooming kept trails in very good shape 
thanks to the efforts of Randy Sonnenberg, Jay Abts and Brian Jacquette. 
 
The man-made snow eventually melted away, the last of it in April, and made way for an 
excellent spring prescribed burn season. Volunteers assisted staff with maintaining the 
prairie and woodland restorations which led to the property receiving yet another 
Friends of Wisconsin State Parks - Gold Seal Award for “Best trail to view wildflowers”, a 
fitting accomplishment for all of the dedicated volunteer work from Mike Fort and his 
crew. 
 
As many of you know, in May of this year, the longtime Lapham Peak Property 
Superintendent, Paul Sandgren, had to retire due to health reasons. To say this was a 
shock to many of us is an understatement. One cannot begin to imagine what Paul and 
his family have endured since but Paul continues to have a positive attitude and 
appreciates the support received from all of you… Thank you. 
 
Continued improvements to the Butterfly Garden, thanks to the Friends Group and our 
main volunteer caretaker Liz, have made it a destination for many visitors right up there 
with the ever popular observation tower. 
 
Towards the end of August, the Ice Age Trail Alliance and the Waukesha/Milwaukee 
County Ice Age Trail Chapter completed an extensive reroute of the Ice Age Trail at 
Lapham Peak from the observation tower down the hill towards Evergreen which 
happens to be one of the most heavily used sections of trail across the state. This 
project began almost three years ago and thanks to 226 volunteers, many of whom had 
never been to Lapham Peak, traveled long distances and some even taking vacation 
from work to attend, it was completed in just three days’ time! The project included 
3,500 feet of new tread, 177 feet of rock retaining walls, and 241 feet of boardwalk and 
over 1000 meals were served. There was a lot that went into the project… strong 
partnerships and teamwork from the National Park Service, Ice Age Trail Alliance, WI 
DNR, property staff and volunteers. It should also be noted that without the efforts of 
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Mike and his crew, this trail reroute may not have occurred and certainly the views 
would not be the same. I strongly encourage all of you to walk this new trail and 
experience it for yourself… it truly was a hidden gem. Also, be sure to stop and relax 
along the way on two benches placed at scenic overlooks… one is in honor of Paul 
Sandgren’s years of service and the other in honor of the volunteers who made it 
happen.  
 
Numerous Eagle Scout projects completed this year helped alleviate the property 
workload and kept the property looking presentable/inviting and visitor friendly. Those 
projects included office landscape improvements, the installation of a fishing pier at 
Lupo Pond as well as installation of trailhead signs along the Glacial Drumlin State Trail. 
 
The Homestead Hollow open-air shelter funded by the Friends Group and other donors 
to honor the nearly 20 years of selfless efforts of Mike Fort has proven to be a logistical 
dilemma but thanks to volunteer John McCarthy for his professional engineering and 
persistence from Friends President Louise Borzynski, the project continues to proceed, 
albeit not at the intended pace we had hoped for. Nonetheless, the project will get 
completed with hopes that many groups, families and school children will utilize it for all 
sorts of activities this coming year. 
 
Future improvements to be supported by the Friends Group include… observation tower 
interpretive signage, Trecker lodge heating and lighting efficiency improvements and 
trail surface repairs. 
 
As I stated at the last regional Statewide Friends Group meeting, Lapham Peak would 
not offer many of these great assets to its users if the Friends Group did not exist. I 
cannot stress enough the importance of our Friends Group and am honored/proud to 
be a part of it… you should be too! 
 
THANK YOU ALL 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brett Johanen 

Property Manager – Bureau of Parks and Recreation 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
W329 N846 County Road C 
Delafield, WI 53018 
Phone: (262) 646-3025 
Cell Phone: (414) 750-0509 
Fax: (262) 646-4782 
brett.johanen@wisconsin.gov 
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