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Dear Friends Members; 
 
The Lapham Peak Friends Group continues to lead the way on behalf of 
statewide Friends Group initiatives in addition to diverse project funding on 
property here at Lapham Peak. This serves as motivation for other property 
Friends Groups as well as for the visitors themselves to share in the unique 
experiences our State Park System provides. 
 
The property’s newest development, The Hausmann Nature Center, continues to 
grow in popularity with visitors and students alike. Thanks to the continued efforts 
of Louise Borzynski and countless other devoted volunteers, over 1,000 public 
visitors were able to experience the breath taking panoramic views this year. In 
addition to staffing the center, Friends members have been instrumental in 
developing high quality exhibits that provide valuable learning opportunities as 
well as fun, engaging activities and merchandise for children and their families. 
 
Milwaukee Public Schools - Recreation Division has begun implementing their 
Outdoor Education Programs for students at the Hausmann Nature Center with 
great success. Newly hired Assistant Supervisor Nicole Sponholtz is eager to see 
the program grow to include not only students and their families but all individuals 
interested in experiencing unique outdoor education and recreational 
opportunities. Rental of the Hausmann Nature Center has been steadily growing. 
Fortunately, the demand up until this point has been low enough to identify 
issues as they occur and handle them accordingly without having to disrupt 
future rental obligations. 
 
As you’re all well aware, Lapham Peak is a very busy property year round, not 
only with respect to visitation but also with regards to projects. The following 
highlights are just a few of the accomplishments from this past year: 
 
Numerous volunteer projects (many of which can be attributed to the Friends 
Groups) –  

1. Park Road Sign Replacements (Friends Project) 
2. Trail Intersection Number Installation & Map Update (Friends Project) 
3. Friends Workday Evergreen Tree Planting (so it can still be called 

Evergreen Grove!) 
4. Most importantly the completion of a three year project culminating in a 

20+ acre woodland burn to remove buckthorn between Two Tier and 
The Big Slide (Thanks to Mike Fort and his crew) 

 
Numerous staff/property highlights – 

1. Additional 83 acres of mature hardwoods acquired from the former 
Ethan Allen property 

2. Trail light replacement project 



3. The completion of the paved Cushing Park bike trail (2012) 
4. SummerStage had over 4000 people attend their performances this 

season 
5. Brett Johanen and Brian Jacquette attended the Wisconsin State Park 

System Conference on behalf of Lapham Peak which provided a better 
understanding of the Park System and fostered new ideas. 

 
The following is an update on some staff accomplishments: 
 
It is with great pride to announce that Forest Superintendent Paul Sandgren has 
been awarded two commendations for his exemplary service to the State Park 
System and the visitors he serves. Paul received a “HERO Award” for 
“Outstanding DNR Land Manager” from the Friends of Wisconsin State Parks 
Group as well as the “Distinguished Service Award” from the Bureau of Parks 
and Recreation. Please be sure to congratulate Paul on these two extraordinary 
accomplishments. 
 
Assistant Property Manager Brett Johanen will complete his third year in 
January. He is continual amazed on how popular Lapham Peak is which is a 
testament to the hard work and dedication shown by staff and volunteers. 
 
Brian Jacquette, Lapham Peak’s newest ranger, has been around now for a little 
over a year but you wouldn’t know it. He has been well received by staff, 
volunteers and visitors alike. He is a tremendous asset to the team and shares 
his enthusiasm with everyone he meets. 
 
19 year veteran, Jay Abts, continues to provide a safe and inviting environment 
the visitors have come to expect and appreciate. 
 
Other Lapham Peak staff members include Brian Fitzpatrick, Sarah Imp, Deb 
Lox, Randy Sonnenberg and Lori Willacker. 
 
The Lapham Peak staff greatly appreciates the Friends Group and its dedicated 
members. The Team realizes that many of the enjoyable experiences park 
visitors take with them are a direct result of the Lapham Peak Friends tenacious 
efforts. 
 
With sincere gratitude, we thank you all for your generous service to enhancing 
the Lapham Peak visitors’ experience. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
 
Brett Johanen 
Asst. Property Manager 


