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This past year was a busy one for the park, as &e deep into the snowmaking pipe
project at this time last year. That was a majojget for park staff and led us right into
a busy skiing season, which for the second yearrow started early with a big snowfall
on December 1. It seems that ever since we dtdreesnowmaking project three years
ago, we've had big snow years; perhaps it's Moltetiure taking umbrage at our
hubris.... Nonetheless, we did have three majorduoelhs over the course of last winter
and the manmade snow came in handy just beforBitkebeiner ski race as our skiers
were training for the big event.

This year, the park now has 7 SMI 320 snow gunscamé&mphasis is going to be on
trying to make snow as early as possible. Weeasgdentially need a 10 to 14 day period
of temps under 18 degrees and low humidity, cdldetetter. Despite the recession,
the snowmaking fundraising committee has beenngge#tigood response to their appeal
for more funds to finish the piping around the waumloop. Pipe and fittings have been
purchased for prices below last year’s rate angbippe is expected to be laid next
summer. Much credit and thanks go to the snowngagammittee: Chair Sandy Sugden,
Sean Becker, Rick Bjodstrup, Kris Maki, John Mc@gytCaroline Roland, Ann Riendl,
Judy Sandgren, and Richard Von Haden. Also, Babn@» and Bob Misslich organized
the March Bike Swap fundraiser for snowmaking. Wather individuals and donors
also deserve a big thanks for their help in movimg project forward.

Snowmaking has already produced some positive @&ifgn- Specifically, the formation
of the Peak Nordic Kids program for skiing, whietst year had 50 youngsters
participating in fun activities on the snow, and teak Nordic Ski Team, which in its
second season took the State Boys Championship0®, Ddusting the northern
Wisconsin high schools which have traditionally dioated the sport.

A major upcoming challenge for the park is goindpéotrying to complete the Hausmann
House Nature Center project, which has had a rpeky with several false starts. Kettle
Moraine State Forest Superintendent Paul Sandgrihmet today with Dan Schuller,
the WI DNR. Parks Bureau Director, and Peter Bigeméhe Parks Section Chief for
External Relations and Planning, to discuss thaeréutf the house. The outcome of that
meeting was that the project would finally go cart Ibids to determine actual costs. But,
depending on the results, the project would ndiogward, unless the park was able to
come up with a major partner to help with costgherestablishment of an endowment
fund to help with future operating expenses. Whawping that persons interested in the
project will come forward to help promote this wawhile project.



November 2008
Winter comes early as the Lapham Peak staff racBsish laying snow making pipe.

John McCarthy, professional engineer and Laphaers#tonated his talents designing
the pipe system and getting the proper permitghi@iproject. This innovative design,
which uses high density polyethylene (HDPE) pipesfiow making system, is one of the
first such uses in the United States. Rated fOr&), the 8 and 6 inch HDPE pipe
system offers several advantages over conventgteal snow making pipe. HDPE pipe
is extremely strong and resistant to both corrosioth freeze damage (it expands rather
than breaks). Ease of installation is anothehefrhaterials advantages, since it could be
fused together by park staff, rather than requiprgfessional welding service.



